Conservative treatment for adenocarcinoma of the pancreas.
The records of 71 patients with the diagnosis of adenocarcinoma of the pancreas were reviewed. Seventeen patients were treated without surgery, 13 underwent exploratory laparotomy for diagnosis with no further palliative or curative operative procedure, six underwent pancreaticoduodenal resection, and 35 patients had a palliative gastric and/or biliary bypass procedure at initial operation. No preoperative signs or symptoms, routine laboratory tests, or radiologic evaluation were helpful as early diagnostic or prognostic indicators. Surgical mortality rates were not significantly different among the four groups; however, the survival time differences between the palliative group (4.8 mo) and the medically managed group (2.0 mo) was significant (p = 0.01 chi 2). Surgical morbidity did not differ significantly among the four groups of patients. The implications of these data in the treatment of patients with adenocarcinoma of the pancreas are discussed.